
FAMILY COURT – DIVORCE FLOW CHART 
 
 
 

 
*If minor children, parents 
must attend an approved 
parent education program 

in some counties 
 
 
 
 

File Financial Statement 
(at Temporary Hearing or 

within 90 days) 
 
 

Issues: 
Property Division-assets/debts 

Maintenance 
Children-

custody/placement/support 
Other-insurance/medical 

expenses/taxes… 
 
 
 
 
 

IF CONTESTED ISSUES 
 
 
 
 

Pretrial Hearing 
(attorneys meet with Judge) 

 
 
 
 

Trial (before Judge) 
(right to appeal to Court of 

Appeals) 
 
 

Petitioner file Summons & 
Petition 

 
 
 

Service upon Respondent 
(within 90 days) 

 
 

Respondent may file Response 
& Counterclaim (within 20 days) 

(optional) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Negotiations/settlement 
discussions: ongoing from time 

of filing 
 
 
 

*Discovery: anytime after filing 
and prior to final hearing, (e.g. 
depositions, interrogatories, 
pension/business valuations, 

appraisals, etc. 
 
 

File Judgment of Divorce 
(within 30 days) 

 
 

Enforcement / Revision 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

*if custody/placement issues, 
mandatory mediation; if no 

agreement, petition for guardian 
ad litem, and custody study in 

some counties 
 
 

Optional 
Order to Show Cause for 

Temporary Hearing (Family 
Court Commissioner [FCC] 

hearing anytime after 
commencement of action) 

 
 

Right to DeNovo Hearing 
before Judge 

 
 

Enforcement / Revision 
 
 
 
 
 

IF MARITAL SETTLEMENT 

AGREEMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Final hearing 
(divorce granted) 
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Gagne McChrystal De Lorenzo & Burghardt  

735 North Water Street 
Suite 731 

Milwaukee, WI  53202 
414-273-5551 / 414-273-5554(f) 


